
Fisheries Management 
Zone 18 (Eastern Ontario)

What’s new for 2013?
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Be aware of changes to walleye and bass regulations in 2013 for Fisheries Management Zone 18.  Anglers are reminded 
to check the 2013 Fishing Regulations Summary (available January 1, 2013) to become familiar with the regulation 
changes before going fishing.  

New Regulations for 2013

The Ministry of Natural Resources, with the support 
of the Fisheries Management Zone 18 Advisory 
Council, has developed new regulations for walleye 
and bass in Fisheries Management Zone 18. A 
number of regulatory options were presented to the 
public for comment in the spring of 2012. Based on 
the comments received, recommendations from the 
Advisory Council and the best available science, the 
ministry has developed new fishing regulations for 
Zone 18 which will be put into effect for 2013. These 
changes are intended to improve fish populations 
while providing increased angling and associated 
recreational and economic opportunities in Zone 18.
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Fisheries Management Zone 18 is the most easterly fisheries management 
zone in the province.  It includes all or parts of the Crowe, Mississippi, 
Napanee, Cataraqui, Rideau, Salmon, South Nation and Raisin River 
watersheds
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Changes to Walleye Regulations

Sportfishing licence holders have a limit of 4 walleye, conservation licence 
holders have a limit of 2. Walleye must be between 40-50 cm (15.7 and 19.7 
in.)

Fisheries assessments conducted by the ministry support the observations of 
anglers that local walleye fisheries have declined. The ministry has identified 
management actions to reverse the decline and rebuild existing, self-
sustaining walleye populations to maintain and enhance the benefits to the 
public.

In 2013, a new slot limit regulation for walleye is being implemented across all 
of Zone 18. Existing size-based regulations have been replaced by the new 
zone-wide regulation.

In addition to the new size-based regulations, changes have been made to 
help standardize the sanctuary dates in FMZ 18. Sanctuaries are areas where 
fishing is prohibited to protect fish during vulnerable time periods. Sanctuary 
close dates of March 1 to the Friday before the 2nd Saturday in May will now 
apply to Crotch Lake and the Mississippi River (at Innisville only).

Changes to Bass Season

Extended spring and fall seasons for bass with the season open from the 3rd 
Saturday in June until December 15

Earlier bass spawning has been observed, and has been linked to changes 
in climate. Given that observed patterns in climate are expected to continue, 
MNR and the fisheries advisory council supported adjusting the bass season 
opening date to a week earlier. This change is also being implemented in FMZ 
17 and 20 (Lake Ontario). Additional bass angling opportunities will provide 
increased benefits without compromising the quality of existing angling 
opportunities.

Existing bass sanctuary dates have been adjusted to align with the changes to 
the bass open season.

Contact Us

For more information, contact the Natural Resources Information Centre at 1-800-667-1940.
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